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KUFM RADIO NEWS DIRECTOR WINS REGIONAL MURROW AWARD
MISSOULA Sally Mauk, news director for Montana Public Radio, has been awarded a 1998 regional Edward
R. Murrow Award for excellence in electronic journalism.
Mauk, who has worked at KUFM at The University of Montana-Missoula since 1980, was
recognized for a feature story, “Cheers for Charlie,” a five-minute profile about a deaf UM cheerleader.
The story features interviews with the cheerleader - Charlie Phillips of Kalispell - his coach, a
teammate and a deaf specialist. More than 2,000 entries were included in the competition sponsored by
the Radio-Television News Directors Association..
In entering her story, Mauk said, “The challenge of the piece was interviewing, for radio,
someone who speaks through sign language and to give a radio audience a sense of his silent world.”
The feature s purpose was to provide a glimpse of the barriers someone who can neither hear nor speak
has faced and overcome.
The award was announced in Washington, D.C., April 1 by Barbara Cochran, the association’s
president. “Being recognized with one of RTNDA’s prestigious awards is the sign o f a station’s pursuit
of excellence and value in its community.”
Entries from radio and television stations were judged by panels of diverse, experienced
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electronic journalists from markets varying in size. Mauk’s award makes her a finalist for the national
Edward R. Murrow Award, which will be announced at the end of June. All Murrow awards will be
presented at the 1998 RTNDA International Conference in San Antonio in September
RTNDA is the world’s largest professional organization devoted exclusively to electronic
journalism. It represents local and network news executives in broadcasting, cable and other electronic
media in more than 30 countries. The organization has honored outstanding achievements with these
awards since 1971.
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